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TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  PTER  PHUM  MOPS  ASEC  CE 

SUBJECT:  SRI  LANKA:  LTTE  STRIKES  CIVILIAN  BUS  IN  THE 

SOUTHEAST,  KILLING  24 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Robert  O.  Blake,  Jr.,  for  reasons  1.4(b,d). 

1I_1 . (C)  On  January  16  at  7:30  am,  a claymore  mine  exploded 

near  Buttala,  in  Sri  Lanka's  southeastern  Uva  Province, 
hitting  a civilian  bus.  At  least  24  people  were  killed, 
including  several  women  and  children,  and  more  than  60  were 
wounded.  Chief  of  Defense  Staff  Donald  Perera  confirmed  to 
Ambassador  that  five  to  six  LTTE  gunmen  fired  on  the  bus 
after  the  explosion.  The  gunmen  also  shot  three  farmers 
working  in  a nearby  field,  he  said.  A second  explosion  hit  a 
Sri  Lanka  Army  vehicle  in  nearby  Galge  around  9:45  am, 
injuring  at  least  3 army  personnel.  Perera  noted  that  the 
second  blast  was  intended  to  target  security  forces 
responding  to  the  first  incident. 

VI.  (C)  Military  and  police  contacts  tell  us  that  the  LTTE 
is  engaging  in  the  South  to  prevent  increased  GSL  operations 
in  the  North  and  to  destabilize  the  country.  Our  contacts 
also  point  out  that  attacks  in  the  South,  where  many  soldiers 
are  from,  will  only  harden  the  resolve  of  the  military 
against  the  Tigers. 

11_3 . (U)  Post  issued  the  following  statement  to  condemn  the 

attack : 

Colombo,  January  16,  2008:  The  United  States  strongly 
condemns  today's  vicious  terrorist  attack  on  a civilian  bus 
in  Uva  Province  that  killed  at  least  24  persons,  including 
many  women  and  children,  and  injured  more  than  60  others.  We 
express  our  condolences  to  the  victims  and  their  families. 

While  no  group  has  claimed  responsibility  for  the  attack,  it 
bears  all  the  hallmarks  of  the  Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil 
Eelam.  The  targeting  of  civilians  serves  to  foster  fear  and 
cause  further  suffering  among  the  Sri  Lankan  people.  Only  a 
political  solution  to  the  country's  conflict  offers  a way  out 
of  the  current  cycle  of  escalating  violence. 

11_4 . (C)  COMMENT:  This  attack  was  likely  planned  to 

coincide  with  the  official  end  of  the  2002  Ceasefire 
Agreement  today.  We  anticipate  an  increase  in  attacks 
involving  civilians  as  hostilities  continue  to  escalate. 


Post  will  continue  to  closely  monitor  the  security  situation. 
BLAKE 


